
District GATE Advisory 
Committee

Monday, September 19th



Education Services Team



Agenda

- Vision for the GATE program
- Elementary and Secondary Programs
- Teacher Training
- Workshop - Positive Communication with my 

Child’s Teacher
- GATE testing and alternate pathways
- Groups, Workshops, and Conferences
- Website and Handbook Updates
- Survey



Please share out:

-Your name
-The grade levels of your Gifted children (and your other children 
as well)
-Either - your favorite thing about being the parent of a Gifted 
child or one of your favorite qualities of your gifted child/children.

Icebreaker



Vision for the GATE program



Vision for the GATE program

In a small group you will be completing a poster.  
Please make three columns on your chart. 

In the first column, the title should be JUSD GATE program. 

In this column, please brainstorm with your group what you 
know about what JUSD offers for gifted students at their 
schools. 



In the 2nd column, please title it “Dreams”.

Take time to brainstorm what types of programs or services you 
could dream of for our gifted students and their families. 

Dream big! 

Dreams



In the last column, take all of the elements that you have 
dreamed of and prioritize the top three to five that you think 
should be part of the JUSD plan for gifted students. 

Share out your ideas for our gifted students and their families. 

Priorities



GATE Mission and 
Services

The Gifted and Talented Education Program offers differentiated 
instruction in the classroom to all those students who are in 
need of more advanced and challenging tasks, as well as a 
variety of extension programs at the school and district levels. 



Elementary 

GATE instruction occurs throughout the day. 

At the elementary level, clustering is the most common model 
utilized in our schools. Students may be grouped in a regular 
grade classroom with a cluster of other gifted students with 
classroom instruction, assignments, and assessments that are 
modified to challenge and engage the gifted learner. 



Secondary

At the secondary level, advanced program and course 
placement are encouraged options. 

Honors classes are offered for Middle school students.
High School students are offered Honors and AP classes and 
may also enter the Dual or Concurrent Enrollment program.  

https://jurupausd.org/our-district/edserv/ccreadiness/Pages/Dual-Enrollment.aspx


Teacher Training

3-4 professional development offerings will be 
available for Elementary and Secondary teachers for 
differentiation in the areas of depth, complexity, 
novelty and acceleration.

Topics will include:
-Using Big Ideas and Questioning to Spark Creativity
-Student Driven Discussions including Socratic 
Seminars
-Depth and Complexity
-Student Choice 



GATE Certification

Cohort of 30 JUSD teachers participating in 1 year GATE 
Certification program  through UC Riverside Extension. 

Courses include:
-Recognizing Individual Differences in the Gifted
-Approaches to Curriculum Design
-Teaching Creatively Gifted Students
-Gifted Students at Risk
-Advanced Approaches to Curriculum Differentiation



Positive Communication with my Child’s Teacher

Find a partner and share out a time 
where you had either very positive or 
negative communication with a 
teacher.  



“Positive, patient, and 
persevering remain the critical 
traits for parent advocacy.”

Keys to Parenting the Gifted Child (Rimm)



1. Know the Facts
2. Know the Protocol
3. Know the Policies
4. Know How to Communicate Effectively
5. Know How to Encourage Your Child to Self Advocate



Know the facts…about your child

It is important to gather information.
- Copies of achievement test scores
- Samples of class work
- Information about your child’s learning preferences and 

interests, strengths and weaknesses. 



Know the Policies

Visit 
https://www.cde.ca
.gov/sp/gt/ For all 
GATE Legislation 
and Funding 
Information

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/gt/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/gt/


Know the Protocol 

1. Teacher
2. GATE Coordinator at the school site
3. Principal
4. GATE Coordinator at the District Office
5. Director of Education Services - Elementary or Secondary
6. Assistant Superintendent of Education Services
7. Superintendent
8. School Board



Know How to Communicate Effectively

Assume Positive Intentions
Enter the meeting assuming 
everyone involved cares about 
your child and wants to work as 
a team. 



Avoid using inflammatory words

“Gifted” and “Bored” can inflame the situation or 
shut it down completely. 

Instead of: My child is bored in math class.
I’ve noticed that Johnny is not completing his 
classwork and you said that he is distracted and 
staring out the window when you are teaching, 
yet I know from his math tests that he is scoring 
100% on tests. 



Practice Self Reflection

How might your words and actions be perceived? 

Are you bringing workable solutions or are you primarily 
identifying problems and making demands?

Are you being appropriately assertive?



Establish a Relationship

-Volunteer in the classroom or for field 
trips
-Attend back to school nights or school 
events
-Reach out with a positive aspect you 
have noticed about the teacher 



Consider Timing

Give your child’s teacher time to get to know your child.  The first 
day of school may be too early for the teacher to adequately 
respond and process your requests. 



Pick your Battles

Your ultimate goal may be to meet 
all of your child’s needs but you 
may need to tackle one service or 
need at a time. 

Prioritize your requests. 





Know How to Encourage your Child to Self Advocate

Teach your child how to be their 
own best advocate.
- Can you ask your teacher to 

point out the 5 hardest 
problems that you could 
complete or ask for more 
challenging work? 



Ask, Listen, Act Cycle

Act

Encourage your child to take 
action on one area they would like 
to change. 

Identify multiple solutions for the 
area they want to change

Evaluate the choices and choose a 
strategy.

Implement the plan. 

Reflect on how the plan went. 

Celebrate.

Ask

Ask your child in an informal 
way about their education

What things are you really 
good at?
What do you really like about 
school?
What do you struggle with? 
Why?
What frustrates you about 
school?
What needs improvement?

Listen

Really listen. 

 Reassure there is no right or 
wrong answer. 

Don’t provide your own 
answer or solution. 

Don’t minimize their concerns.

Ask follow up questions. 



Advocacy Reflection



GATE Testing and Alternate Pathways

All 2nd grade students are tested from October through 
November of 2022.  

The test that is used is the NNAT3.
The NNAT utilizes shapes and figures 
to evaluate the problem-solving and reasoning abilities of a child 
without relying on their language skills. In other words, the NNAT 
assesses how a student thinks instead of what a student knows.

The NNAT3 takes 30 minutes to complete and includes 48 
questions broken down into four unique question types.



Four Subtypes of NNAT3 Questions

● Pattern completion – Students must perceive a pattern within a larger design from which a section has been removed and 

then identify the correct missing piece (this type often resembles a jigsaw puzzle).

● Reasoning by analogy – Students use visual-spatial reasoning abilities to discern logical relationships between various 

geometric shapes and figures (e.g., large triangle to small triangle, then large circle to small circle and so on).

● Serial reasoning – Students must recognize sequences created by shapes and figures that change visually to form logical 

patterns. For example: Once a student identifies the relationship between two images shown in the top row, the same rule 

applies to images shown in subsequent rows.

● Spatial visualization – Students must determine how two or more designs would look when they’re combined (and it some 

cases, rotated). They may also see questions that ask what a design should look like after it’s been folded, rotated or 

otherwise altered, like punching holes in a piece of folded-up paper and then identifying the new pattern that’s visible when it’s 

unfolded.



Sample Questions



GATE Qualification Pathways

Alternate Pathway03
● Parent or Teacher Referral
● Evidence is Gathered and Committee at the site meets
● Committee makes decision and sends to the district 

for approval

Referral Request for NNAT3 
Testing02

● Parents or Teachers can refer for testing.
● Generally this would be for students that have 

never been tested.

NNAT301 ● Blanket Gate testing for all 2nd graders



Groups, Workshops, & Conferences

California Association for the 
Gifted Conference
- held virtually February 

24-26th 2023
- Presentations for families, 

teachers, and leaders
- Reach out to your site 

GATE representative if you 
are interested in attending.  



OCC GATE Conference 

OCC GATE's conference will feature sessions 
with top-notch experts in the field of gifted and 
talented learners. Each session will provide 
impactful information related to experiences 
and best practices in gifted education.

Join Keynote Speaker, Richard Cash, nRich 
Educational Consulting, for this powerful, yet 
practical information on revolutionizing and 
normalizing academic excellence for all 
students, families, and educators.



JUSD Parent Workshops



SENG Middle School Group

A Social Emotional Needs of the Gifted (SENG) group will begin in the 
2nd semester for students at all of our middle schools.
Facilitators will be trained in November for the program.
Gifted students will meet during their advisory for approximately 5 
weeks.

Topics will include some of the following:
-What it means to be Gifted
-Perfectionism
-How to respect other’s ideas
-Stress
-Peer Pressure
 



Handbook Updates

English Handbook Link

Spanish Handbook Link

https://www.flipsnack.com/7DFD5DAA9F7/gate-handbook-english-2022-2023.html
https://www.flipsnack.com/7DFD5DAA9F7/gate-handbook-spanish-2022-2023.html


JUSD Website

Link to Website

https://jurupausd.org/our-district/edserv/GATE/Pages/default.aspx 

https://jurupausd.org/our-district/edserv/GATE/Pages/default.aspx


Survey

Please use your phone to scan the QR 
code or visit

https://bit.ly/DGAC2022 

 to take the survey.



Thank you so much for attending today!

Any questions or clarification needed?


